2014-2015
José Pedro Abreu Ferreira, PhD3
jose.abreuferreira [at] mail.utoronto.ca

Ontario Graduate Scholar

Collaborative Program in Diaspora and Transnational Studies

Academic interests: post-colonial theory; diaspora and transnational studies; mobility and space; nation and national identities; immigration and literature;

Literatures: contemporary Portuguese, Brazilian and Canadian literatures;

Languages: Portuguese, English, Spanish, French
Alex Anaya, MA

alex.anaya [at] utoronto.ca

Research interests: manga & other graphic fiction; 20th century Japanese literature; translation

Languages: English, in progress: Japanese, Spanish, German (reading)
Lauren Beard, PhD6

lauren.beard [at] utoronto.ca 

SSHRC Doctoral Fellow 

- Crisis, form, and subjectivity in literary modernism 

- English, French, Italian, and German modernist and fin de siècle literature; German literary theory; continental philosophy; temporality and form; modernism and allegory 

Languages: English, French, Italian, German (reading)
Baharak Beizaei, PhD1

baharak.beizaei [at] mail.utoronto.ca

-Intellectual history; Philosophy and its modes of negation, appropriation, and inheritance “after” Hegel; Frankfurt School (esp. Adorno and Benjamin); 20th Century Jewish Philosophy (esp. Rosenzweig and Levinas); Philosophies of history; Aesthetics; Theories of the imagination in medieval Jewish mysticism and German Idealism; Proust; Musil

Languages: English, Farsi, German (in progress), French (in progress)
Kate Brennan, PhD3

kate.brennan [at] mail.utoronto.ca

Collaborative program in Diaspora and Transnational Studies

- Contemporary Irish and Caribbean Literature and Culture

- Mediation

- Translation

- Language Philosophies

Languages: English, French, Spanish, Irish
Emma Brouwer (exchange student)
Sam Caldwell, PhD4
sam.caldwell [at] mail.utoronto.ca

- Dissolution of the Sentence (corruptio amplificanda est): or, how to describe God, with constant reference to G.W.F. Hegel and Gertrude Stein

- speculative actualism (Aristotle, Hegel), psychoanalysis (Freud, Lacan), American literature (Stein), theology (Aristotle, Hegel, Stein, Bible), reading (Heidegger, Aristotle)

Languages: English, Greek, Latin, German (all in progress)
Yi Chen, PhD6

yitoronto.chen [at] utoronto.ca
Jessica Copley, PhD3

jessica.copley [at] mail.utoronto.ca 

-20th and 21st century American, French and Japanese fiction 

-literature as a site of political resistance 

-post-war and post-violence subjectivities 

-representations of violence and the body
-critical theory 
Languages: English, French, Spanish, Japanese
Élise Couture-Grondin, PhD4

elise.couture.grondin [at] mail.utoronto.ca 

CGS Doctoral Fellow 

- Indigenous women's writing, feminisms, literature and social justice, transitional justice, truth and reconciliation commissions, critical theory and epistemology, theories of subjectivity and affect, materialism and vitalism.

Languages: French, Spanish, English, Portuguese
Adleen Crapo, PhD6
adleen.crapo [at] utoronto.ca
Adleen Crapo is a sixth-year PhD candidate whose dissertation focuses on the relationship between representations of disability and citizenship in Renaissance literature. She is especially interested in the works of John Milton, Miguel de Cervantes and Paul Scarron. 
Her earlier research focused on the maternal body during Vichy France.  
She is interested in the connections between the study of disability and activism. 
Her languages are English/French, Spanish, Italian, and Latin (reading) and Catalan (also reading).

Ryan Culpepper, PhD7

ryan.culpepper [at] utoronto.ca 

Vanier Canada Graduate Scholar 

Dissertation: “Radical Desire: Fiction, Film, Politics and Psychological Writing of the Left, 1919-1939” 

- Research Areas: Marxism; early American and Soviet cinema; socialist-realist and “proletarian” fiction; modernism and avant-garde literature; American and Soviet labour history; the history of psychology (especially psychoanalysis and behaviourism) 

Languages: English, Russian, Spanish, Ukrainian; in progress: Macedonian
David J. Dagenais, PhD12

david.dagenais [at] utoronto.ca 

- Research interests: Early Modern Literature and Culture; Literary and Political Theory; Gender Studies; Montaigne; Shakespeare.
Languages: English, French, Latin, and Ancient Greek
Sonja Dragomir, MA

Andrea Ennis-Booth, PhD1

andrea.ennis.booth [at] alum.utoronto.ca

-Academic interests: semiotics; structuralism; the avant-garde; translation theory, history and practice; 19th and 20th century Russian Literature

Languages: English, Russian, French, Czech (in progress)
Katie Fry, PhD3

katherine.fry [at] mail.utoronto.ca

SSHRC Doctoral Fellow

Research Interests: fin de siècle and modernist literature in England, Germany, France, and Spain; The relationship between art and secularization; Continental philosophy and literary theory; Theatre and Opera

Languages: English, Spanish, German, French (in progress)

Liza Futerman, PhD1
lifuter [at] gmail.com
Collaborative Program in Jewish Studies

Connaught Scholar

-Research interests: The intersection of literature and photography; Photo-fiction; Post-memory; Postmodernism; Visual culture; Literary theory; Poetry; Lyrical prose and prosaic poetry...
-Interested to know more about: Memory studies; Performance Studies; Film studies; Adaptation theory; Auto fiction/autobiography; Second generation literature...

-Authors and thinkers: Walter Benjamin; Roland Barthes; Susan Sontag; Linda Hutcheon; Marianne Hirsch; Dionne Brand; Jonathan Safran Foer; Toni Morrison; Art Spiegelman; Stephen Chbosky; Elizabeth Bishop; Sylvia Plath, Sherman Alexie... 
Languages: Hebrew; Russian; English; Alternate discipline: Visual Culture (photography, Comix)
Darcy Gauthier, PhD5

darcy.gauthier [at] utoronto.ca

Japan Foundation Fellow; Ontario Graduate Studies Scholar
Dissertation: “The Politics of Fantasy in Post-War Japan”

Academic interests: Fantasy literature, in particular narratives of haunting/ghosts, and related theory (Lacanian psychoanalysis, Derrida, Marx, etc.); the culture of fantasy in 1950s Japan; Abe Kôbô, Mizoguchi Kenji, Nakagawa Nobuo.

Languages: English, French, Japanese, German (reading)

Keegan Goodman, PhD2
jdkgoodman [at] gmail.com

Research Interests: Reincarnation, Astrological Divination, Rock and Roll, Exaltation, English Grammar, esp. subjunctive mood.

Languages (in progress): German, English, French, Classical Greek

Allen Haaheim, PhD9

Allen.Haaheim [at] utoronto.ca
Research Interests: East-West comparative poetry and poetics, intercultural theory; Classical Chinese (especially Six Dynasties) poetry; philological exegesis

Dissertation Title: The Poetics of Pattern in Shen Yue (441­–513) and Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844–1889)

Languages: Classical Chinese, Mandarin, Japanese, French (reading only)
Natasha Hay, PhD2

natasha.hay [at] mail.utoronto.ca

CGS Doctoral Fellow

- modern French and German thought

- the relationship between Walter Benjamin, Martin Heidegger, and Hannah Arendt's work

- philosophy of language in the continental tradition

- the reception and interpretation of Heideggerian philosophy in France, esp. by Jean-Luc Nancy, Maurice Blanchot, and Jacques Derrida

- philosophy of pedagogy in the liberal arts as well as the historical development of and theoretical reflections on the research university in Germany/North America

- other interests: Slings and Arrows, urbanism, coffee

Languages: French, German
Nathaniel Heisler, PhD8

nathanielheisler [at] hotmail.com 

- Book production, translation, the printing press and ideas of Renaissance, intellectual history and Islamic education 

Languages: French, Arabic, and Latin; Persian (in progress)
Talia Isaacson, MA
talia.isaacson@mail.utoronto.ca
Psychoanalysis, structuralism and post-structuralism, theories of community, of laughter, of pain
Bataille, Blanchot, Lacan, Deleuze and Guattari, Land
Languages: English, Ancient Greek, French (In progress)
Sanja Ivanov, PhD1

sanja.ivanov [at] mail.utoronto.ca 

Collaborative programs: Diaspora and Transnational Studies; Jewish Studies

-Research interests: contemporary short story, autobiography and life writing, immigrant writing, nostalgia, memory, postcommunism

Languages: Bulgarian, German, English, Serbian

Veronica Jimenez, PhD4

veronica.jimenez [at] utoronto.ca
Nefise Kahraman, PhD5

nefise.kahraman [at] mail.utoronto.ca

Jackman Junior Fellow

Currently Teaching: NML 471H Modern Turkish Literature in Perspective (Spring 2015)

- Academic Interests: literature and medicine; literature and science; intellectual history; history of ideas; narrative theory; gender; world literature

Languages: Turkish, Ottoman Turkish (matbu), Persian, English, French

Paula Karger, PhD5

p.karger [at] utoronto.ca

- late medieval Iberia

- early colonial Latin America, specifically Brazilian and Mayan works

- Ramon Llull, La Doncella Teodor

- trans-Atlantic exchange
- translation
Languages: Spanish, German, Latin (reading knowledge), Catalan (reading knowledge), Maya (in progress)
Ariel Leutheusser, MA

ariel.leutheusser [at] utoronto.ca

- affect, queer theory, psychoanalysis

- literary nonfiction, modernist fiction

- Benjamin, Joyce, Capote, Edelman, Warner, Sedgwick, Butler, 

Languages: French, German
Yan Lu, PhD7

yann.lu [at] utoronto.ca 

- Diasporic Chinese literature 

- Contemporary Chinese literature 

- Translation, Postcolonialism 

Languages: Chinese, English, French
Patrick Marshall, MA

p.marshall [at] mail.utoronto.ca

Interests: intermediality (esp. Edwin Denby and the New York School), cinema and the restoration of belief (esp. Haneke), affect and reception theory, perception and colour, cinephilia, urbanism and post-war American literature (Bellow, DeLillo)

Languages: English, Italian, French
Jeanne Mathieu-Lessard, PhD4

jeanne.mathieu.lessard [at] mail.utoronto.ca

Jackman Graduate Fellow in the Humanities

Dissertation title: “Humour and Imprisonment in Twentieth-Century Fiction”
-Humour, poetics of space, imprisonment

-Luigi Pirandello, Giovannino Guareschi, Romain Gary, Wyndham Lewis, Vladimir Nabokov

-Theories of humour and laughter (Pirandello, Bergson, Bakhtin, Freud, Lewis)

Languages: French, English, Italian, German (in progress)
Ronald Ng, PhD9

ronald.ng [at] utoronto.ca 

- Post-war German and French trauma fiction. Holocaust films 

- Trauma theory. Theories of representation. Visual theory 

Languages: German, French, Cantonese and Mandarin
Adwoa Atta Opoku-Agyemang, PhD1

Bahar Orang, MA

Fouad Oveisy, PhD1

f.oveisy [at] utoronto.ca

Research interests: vision/embodiment, modernist painting & cinema, Gertrude Stein, Orhan Pamuk, the nation-state, phenomenology (Levinas/Husserl/Heidegger), Bergsonism, Marx-isms, psychedelia 

Languages: English, Kurdish, Farsi
Anna Paliy, MA
anna.m.paliy [at] gmail.com

Collaborative Program in Book History and Print Culture

SSHRC Canadian Graduate Scholarship (Masters) Recipient

Research interests: Colonial Travel Literature, Postcolonial Diasporic Literature (Diaries, Adventure Novels); The history, theory, and semiotics of ballet; Baroque Theatre; The Rococo in Painting; The history of fashion, costume, and masks (esp. 18th century France and Italy); Contemporary American and French Cinema (esp. the films of Darren Aronofsky, Terrence Malick, Catherine Breillat, Luc Besson); Urbanism, Cartography and Psychogeography; Symbolism in Russian Fairy Tales and Indigenous Folklore; Children's Storybook Illustration; Foreign Language Acquisition, Translation
Languages: Fluent Russian, Ukrainian, French, English (beginner-level Spanish and Latin)

Art Portfolio: http://sipgreentea.wix.com/ampillustration
Blog: http://erringarabesque.wordpress.com
Young-Jin Park, PhD2

meta.park [at] mail.utoronto.ca

-The problem of love in Badiou and Lacan

Languages: Korean, English, French
Natalie Pendergast,PhD6

natalie.pendergast [at] mail.utoronto.ca

Dissertation: “Alternative Configurations of ‘I’: Sexuality and Subjectivity in contemporary French, Québécois and American Autographics”

- 20th- and 21st-century bande dessinée and graphic novels

- Autobiography, self-portraiture (self-representation in general), Peirce's theory of signs, queer, psychoanalytic and deconstructive theories of subjectivity

Languages: English, French, Italian; Alternate discipline: Art History

Kristopher Poulin-Thibault, PhD1

kristopher.poulin.thibault [at] mail.utoronto.ca

Research interests: The sex industry (prostitution, pornography); Queer theory, LGBTQ literature; feminist and gender studies; Death drive, self-harm and suicide; Visual culture, video game studies, music videos

Languages: French, English, German, Italian, Spanish (reading)
Gabriel Quigley, MA
gabriel.e.quigley [at] gmail.com

- post-structuralism, deconstruction

- satire (Horace, Juvenal, 18th Century European writers), theorizing satire and parody (Bakhtin)

- Gender and sexuality (Butler, Kristeva, Foucault)

- class and politics of academic discourse

Languages: English, Latin, Turkish

Sita Rao, PhD 4

sita.rao [at] utoronto.ca

Ontario Graduate Scholar

Dissertation: "Colour Blinds: Race, Miscegenation and Visuality in postcolonial Europhone Mixed-Race Fiction”

Research Interests: psychoanalysis, feminism, mixed-race literature, women's writing, autofiction, autobiography, visuality, racial identity.
Languages: English, French, Spanish, Italian (reading knowledge)
Marketa Russell Holtebrinck, PhD5

marketa.russellholtebrinck [at] utoronto.ca 

- Spatiality, theatricality & architecture of fiction 

- Trans-mediality, spatiality 

- Limits, borders, points of transition 

- Photography, Surrealism, Light 

- Authors: Kleist, Cendrars, Döblin, Effenberger, Kundera, Saramago, Sebald 

Languages: German, Czech, Portuguese, English, French (reading)
Teresa Grazia Russo, PhD8

teresa.russo [at] mail.utoronto.ca

Editor, Recognition and Modes of Knowledge: Anagnorisis from Antiquity to Contemporary Theory. UAP: Jan. 2013.
- Dissertation: “Myth, Memory, and Imagination: Allegory and Image Making in the Middle Ages”

- Italian and English Literatures; Thesis Supervisor: William Robins, Department of English and Centre for Medieval Studies

- The Art of Memory, Medieval mnemonic practices, Anagnorisis (Classical and modern recognitions), Allegory, Humanism, Hermeneutics, Intertextuality

- Defense of Poetry from Boccaccio to Sidney, Mythology encyclopedias 1350-1450 and their reception in literature and art; literary images and image making in the Middle Ages

- Dante, Boccaccio, Chaucer, Christian de Pizan, Petrarch, Bersuire, Walsingham  

Languages: Latin, Old Italian, Old French, Middle English, Italian
Saharnaz Samaeinejad, MA
saha [at] nyu.edu
-Research interests: Modern Persian literature and poetry (1941 – 1979); The poetry of Forūgh Farrokhzād; Marxism and Totality (the issue of holism); Temporality and the Philosophy of History— in particular, time and temporality, and continuity and rupture, from the perspective of Marxist historiography
Languages: Persian (Native Fluency), English, German (in progress)
Irina Sadovina, PhD 2

irina.sadovina [at] mail.utoronto.ca

Research interests: contemporary Russian literature, historical fiction, conspiracy theories, hermeneutics of suspicion

Languages: Russian, Estonian, French
Caitlin Saltmarche, MA

saltmarche [at] gmail.com

20th century American and British fiction and poetry, 20th century Latin American fiction and poetry, narrative flow and disruption, identity, subjectivity, psychoanalysis, trauma

Languages: English, Spanish
Matteo A. Scardellato, PhD2 (on leave)
matteo.scardellato [at] utoronto.ca 

- Nationalisms, regionalisms, traditionalism and “folk” culture in late nineteenth and twentieth century continental Europe 

- The (re)construction of group identity and narrative via “comparative” mythology and philology 

- Marxism, Structuralism and Russian Formalism. Naturalism, Neorealism, Historiographic  Metafiction, Speculative Fiction and the Fantastic 

Languages: English, Italian, Spanish (in progress)

Catherine Schwartz, PhD5
catherine.schwartz [at] utoronto.ca

Collaborative Program in Book History & Print Culture

Interests include nineteenth-century English and French novels, fluidity, atmosphere, the history of science, and almanacs
Languages: French, English, Spanish
Penny Siganou, MA
 penny.siganou[at] mail.utoronto.ca 
Interests: Latin American studies, Mediterranean studies ; Temporality, philosophy of time ; Negativity and questions around the "unsaid" 
Languages: Spanish, English, French, and Greek
Christine Smoley, MA

christine.smoley [at] mail.utoronto.ca
Research interests: the Russian and Soviet avant-garde (Mayakovsky, Dziga Vertov, Shklovsky), modernism and literary theory; post-structuralism, semiotics, the philosophy of language, phenomenology and theories of the subject; Hegel, Wittgenstein, Lacan, Dostoevsky and C.S. Lewis
Languages: English and Russian

Tetiana Soviak, PhD9

tetiana.soviak [at] utoronto.ca 

- Interests: Labour studies, representation of work and the worker esp. in cinema, socialist realism, Soviet culture and film esp. Stalin era film, politics and aesthetics 

Languages: Russian, Ukrainian, English; German in progress
Rachel F. Stapleton, PhD7
rachel.f.stapleton [at] utoronto.ca 

Dissertation: “Exemplar and Exception: Autobiographical Strategies of Petition in Early Modern English and Spanish Women’s Letters” 

- Epistolary theory & genre; communication; letter writing manuals; artes dictaminis 

- Manipulations of inter/personal subjectivities; social conduct; political and gendered language 

Languages: English, Spanish, French, Latin
Kristina Syvarth, PhD5

kristina.syvarth [at] utoronto.ca

-The Absurd/Theatre of the Absurd, Surrealism, Russian and French avant-garde, theories of the avant-garde, theatre/drama, performativity 

- Daniil Kharms, Boris Vian, Antonin Artaud 

Languages: Russian, French, German (reading)
Toshi X. Tomori, PhD2 (on leave)

futoshi.tomori [at] mail.utoronto.ca
-Rhetoric of space photography/images (Hubble, sci-fi film effects)

-Ecopoetic time in the films of Tsai Ming-Liang and Apitchatpong Weerasethakul

-Photographic citizenship in the Age of Tumblr (includes YouTube, Instagram, etc.)

-How to think about images of rebellion and protests as genre

-Issues regarding transnational cinema, bodies and gestures as resistant language, race and gender issues, psychoanalysis, Okinawa, Philippines, university as neoliberal institution
Languages: French, Pilipino, Cebuano, Capampangan; In progress: Japanese, Okinawan
Sophie van den Elzen, MA (Fall Semester exchange from Utrecht University)

s.s.m.vandenelzen [at] uu.nl 

Languages: Dutch, English, French, Latin, German (reading), Afrikaans (reading)
Łukasz Wodzyński, PhD6

lukasz.wodzynski [at] mail.utoronto.ca
Dissertation title: "The Romance as an Experiment in Polish and Russian Early Modernism"

Supervisor: Leonid Livak (Slavic)

Research interests:

- Polish and Russian modernism

- romance
- popular culture

- genre theory

Languages: English, Polish, Russian, French (reading), German (reading)

Fan Wu, MA

fandango.wu [at] mail.utoronto.ca

Master's SSHRC Recipient

- interruptions within, distortions of and distractions from systematic thought

- creative/critical forms (Davis, Carson, Barthes), fragmentary writing and the subject as metamorphosis (Blanchot, Benjamin, Mallarmé ), poetics of friendship (Li Bai, Du Fu, Proust), modalities of the melancholic (Kristeva, Kafka, Bernhard), the graphic novel as vessel for mythology (Gaiman, Moore, Ito), the status of the contemporary (Foster Wallace, Ashbery, Kar-Wai), queer affinities (Hopkins, Cooper, Genet), [post-]punk practices of defamiliarization (Bolaño, Sonic Youth, von Trier).

Languages: English, Mandarin, French, inner focus (in progress)

Karen Fay Yaworski, PhD5

k.yaworski [at] mail.utoronto.ca

Vanier Canada Graduate Scholar

Research interests: racial, ethnic and cultural identity; narratives of self and community; play and humor; contemporary Caribbean and North American fiction; hip hop; South Asian literature

Languages: English, French, Spanish; Portuguese (reading)
